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ple do it? The director of the Terrorism Studies
Center over at the University of St. Andrew
in Scotland says that these attacks, he expects,
are going to be increasingly brutal, more ruth-
less, less idealistic. For some, he says, violence
becomes an end in itself, a cathartic release,
a self-satisfying blow against the hated system.
Little that can be done about that, if indeed
the man’s right.

The President. Well, I think two things that
could be done—these are things that you could
help on. For all those people who think that
they are going to have a self-satisfying blow
against the system, I wish they could have seen
that young woman that I stood by today who
showed me the picture of her two young boys
that are dead now, or those three children that
I saw today whose mother died last year of
an illness who lost their father—he still has not
been found. I wish they could see the faces
of these people. There is no such thing as a
self-satisfying blow against the system. These are
human beings, and there are consequences to
this kind of behavior.

The other thing I think we could do, in addi-
tion to showing those people, is to ask the
American people who are out there just trying
to keep everybody torn up and upset all the
time, purveying hate and implying at least with
words that violence is all right, to consider the
implications of their words and to call them
on it.

We do have free speech in this country, and
we have very broad free speech, and I support
that. But I think that free speech runs two ways.
And when people are irresponsible with their
liberties, they ought to be called up short, and
they ought to be talked down by other Ameri-
cans. And we need to expose these people for
what they’re doing. This is wrong. This is wrong.
You never know whether there’s some fragile
person who’s out there about to tip over the
edge thinking they can make some statement

against the system and all of a sudden there’s
a bunch of innocent babies in a day care center
dead.

And so I say to you, in America, we can
be better than that. The predictions of the ex-
pert in Scotland don’t have to be right for Amer-
ica. But we’re going to have to examine our-
selves, our souls, and our conduct if we want
it to be different.

Mr. Wallace. Final question: Do we see too
much violence in movies and television in the
United States?

The President. Well, I have said before, I
said in my State of the Union Address, that
I think we see it sometimes when it’s disem-
bodied and romanticized, when you don’t deal
with the consequences of it. I think—when a
movie shows violence, if it’s honest and it’s hor-
rible and it’s ugly and there are human con-
sequences, then maybe that’s a realistic and a
decent thing to do. That movie ‘‘Boyz N the
Hood,’’ I thought, did a good job of that.

But when a movie—when movie after movie
after movie after movie sort of romanticizes vio-
lence and killing and you don’t see the human
consequences, you don’t see the faces of the
mothers and the children that I saw today, the
husbands and the wives, then I think too much
of it can deaden the senses of a lot of Ameri-
cans. And we need to be aware of that.

But it’s not just the movies showing violence.
It’s the words spouting violence, giving sanction
to violence, telling people how to practice vio-
lence that are sweeping all across the country.
People should examine the consequences of
what they say and the kind of emotions they
are trying to inflame.

NOTE: The interview began at 6:03 p.m. The
President spoke from the Oklahoma State Fair
Arena in Oklahoma City. The interviewers were
CBS correspondents Steve Kroft, Ed Bradley,
Mike Wallace, and Lesley Stahl.

Statement on the 80th Anniversary of the Armenian Massacres
April 23, 1995

On this solemn day, I join with Armenians
throughout the United States, in Armenia, and
around the world in remembering the 80th anni-

versary of the Armenians who perished, victims
of massacres in the last years of the Ottoman
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Empire. Their loss is our loss, their courage
a testament to mankind’s indomitable spirit.

It is this spirit that kept the hope of Arme-
nians alive through the centuries of persecution.
It is this spirit that lives today in the hearts
of all Armenians, in their church, in their lan-
guage, in their culture. And it is this spirit that
underpins the remarkable resilience and courage
of Armenians around the world. The Armenian-
American community, now nearly one million
strong, has made enormous contributions to
America. Now, with the emergence of an inde-
pendent Armenia, the Armenian people are
bringing the same determination to building de-
mocracy and a modern economy in their native
land.

Even as we commemorate the past—which
we must never forget—we commit ourselves
today to Armenia’s future as an independent
and prosperous nation, at peace with its neigh-
bors and with close ties to the West. That is
why the United States has provided more than
$445 million in assistance to alleviate humani-
tarian needs and support democratic and eco-
nomic reform. I will do everything in my power
to preserve assistance levels for Armenia.

I continue to be deeply concerned about the
conflict in the region surrounding Armenia. The
terrible effects of this war have been felt
throughout the Caucasus: tens of thousands have
died, more than a million have been displaced,
economies have been shattered, and security
threatened. The United States is committed to
working with the Organization on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to encourage
Armenia and Azerbaijan to move beyond their

cease-fire to a lasting political settlement. I plan
to nominate a Special Negotiator for Nagorno-
Karabakh at the rank of Ambassador to advance
those negotiations. And I pledge United States
support of OSCE efforts to back that settlement
with a peacekeeping force.

The U.S. also seeks to encourage the regional
cooperation that will build prosperity and rein-
force peace. I commend the recent decision of
the Government of Turkey to open air corridors
to Armenia, which will make assistance delivery
faster, cheaper, and more reliable. We had
urged that it do so and hope this is a first
step toward lifting other blockades in the region,
initially for humanitarian deliveries and then
overall. Open borders would help create the
conditions needed for economic recovery and
development, including construction of a Cas-
pian oil pipeline through the Caucasus to Tur-
key, which is a key to long-term prosperity in
the region.

The administration’s efforts, assistance in sup-
port of reform, reinforced efforts toward peace
settlement, building broad regional cooperation
and encouraging the development of a Caspian
oil pipeline through the Caucasus to Turkey,
represent the key building blocks of U.S. policy
to support the development of an independent
and prosperous Armenia.

On this 80th anniversary of the Armenian
massacres, I call upon all people to work to
prevent future acts of such inhumanity. And as
we remember the past, let us also rededicate
ourselves to building a democratic Armenia of
prosperity and lasting peace.

Remarks to the American Association of Community Colleges in
Minneapolis, Minnesota
April 24, 1995

Thank you very much. Secretary Riley, thank
you for your introduction. If I were you, I would
go bowling. [Laughter] We’re going to save your
job. [Laughter] Thank you, Secretary Reich, for
your enthusiasm, for being enthusiastic about
the right things. In your heart alone you have
enough domestic content to be the Secretary
of Labor. Thank you, Jacquelyn Belcher and
David Pierce. I also want to say how very glad

I am to be joined here by the distinguished
United States Senator from Minnesota, Senator
Paul Wellstone, and his wife, Sheila, who’s here;
two of our colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives, Congressman Bruce Vento and
Congressman Bill Luther, also back there.
Thank you for being here.

I want to say a special word of congratulations
to the 20 students who were named to the 1995
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